
SOCI 424: Networks & Social Structures
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Sept 12
1. Course intro 
2. Mechanics 

(assignments, evaluations, etc.) 
3. Social structures 
4. Installing and using R



Territorial acknowledgement
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McGill University is located on land which has long served as a 
site of meeting and exchange amongst Indigenous peoples, 
including the Haudenosaunee and Anishinabeg nations. Mcgill 
honours, recognizes, and respects these nations as the 
traditional stewards of the lands and waters on which we meet 
today.

Chelsea Vowel. “Beyond Territorial Acknowledgments.” 2016. 
https://apihtawikosisan.com/2016/09/beyond-territorial-acknowledgments/.

https://www.mcgill.ca/fph/welcome/traditional-territory

https://apihtawikosisan.com/2016/09/beyond-territorial-acknowledgments/
https://apihtawikosisan.com/2016/09/beyond-territorial-acknowledgments/
https://www.mcgill.ca/fph/welcome/traditional-territory
https://www.mcgill.ca/fph/welcome/traditional-territory


Initial notes
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Live classes 
⦙ Some portions of the live class periods (lectures, full 

class discussions) will be recorded and made 
available to other students 

⦙ Students may attend in person or remotely 
⦙ Work sessions, etc. will not be recorded 
⦙ If online, camera is appreciated, but not required

Introductory questionnaire 
⦙ If you have not done so already, please fill out the 

introductory questionnaire 
⦙ https://forms.office.com/r/1fLvwbsqtw  

(Also linked in Teams)

https://forms.office.com/r/1fLvwbsqtw


Course structure
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Attending in person 
⦙ Wearing of masks is not 

required, but is greatly 
appreciated while in the 
classroom 

⦙ If you have any 
symptoms of COVID-19 
(or monkeypox!) or have 
been in contact with 
someone who has tested 
positive for COVID-19 you 
please stay home (this 
will not affect your grade 
in this course) 

⦙ It is up to us to make a 
safe and welcoming 
learning environment!

https://www.mcgill.ca/coronavirus/

https://www.mcgill.ca/coronavirus/
https://www.mcgill.ca/coronavirus/


Course intro
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Social structures 
⦙ Theoretical tools to think about social 

processes through the lens of social 
structures and relational systems

Social network theory 
⦙ History and theory of social networks as 

a way to understand human relations 
and organization

Network methods 
⦙ Methodological tools to produce and 

consume empirical network analyses

Goals of the course

Balancing theory and 
methods is tricky, but 
important

http://pictify.saatchigallery.com/207638/spider-web


Syllabus
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Syllabus 
⦙ https://soci424.netlify.app/ 
⦙ List of required and supplementary (optional) readings  
⦙ Links to lecture slides, recordings, and group 

worksheets 
⦙ List of assessments with due dates

https://soci424.netlify.app/


Assessment
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Final grade 
components

Due SOCI 424 SOCI 624
Reading See schedule 10% 10%

Worksheets See schedule 35% 25%

Peer evaluations See schedule 5% 5%

Project précis Mon, Oct. 24 5% 5%

Project proposal Mon, Nov. 7 20% 10%

Project presentation Sun, Dec 4 25% 20%

Project paper Fri, Dec. 17 N/A 25%

https://soci424.netlify.app/#schedule
https://soci424.netlify.app/#schedule
https://soci424.netlify.app/#schedule


Readings
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Perusall 
⦙ All readings are done through the online tool Perusall 
⦙ Sign up instructions are available on Teams  

https://kutt.it/Q7QBOX

Grading - SOCI 424 
⦙ All scores are either 0 or 1  

(Perusall may tell you the maximum score is 3, but that is not 
the case for this class) 

⦙ Lowest three reading scores dropped at the end of 
the semester 

⦙ If you did the reading on time, but did not get credit, 
message me to fix the score (really)

Grading - SOCI 624 
⦙ Reading will be score holistically 
⦙ You are expected to participate in annotations and 

online discussions

https://kutt.it/Q7QBOX


Worksheets
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Weekly worksheet 
⦙ Most weeks, students will have a worksheet due the 

following Monday (see syllabus for dates) 
⦙ Distributed as an R Markdown document (.rmd) 
⦙ Turned in as an R Markdown document 
⦙ Students are welcome and encouraged to work 

together on these, but must be submitted individually

Peer assessment 
⦙ Anonymized worksheets will be assessed by your 

fellow students 
⦙ After each worksheet deadline, each student will be 

assigned one completed worksheet to assess 
⦙ Worksheets will be assessed not just on correctness, 

but also content, style, and ease of comprehension



Class period
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Mechanics 
⦙ Live lectures and discussions (in person 

or online) during scheduled class time 
⦙ Slides, worksheets, and any other 

supplementary material posted ahead of 
time (linked from syllabus)

Photo: Chris Montgomery

Typical structure 
⦙ Begin with a methods lecture  

(questions  and discussion encouraged!) 
⦙ Seminar discussion of the readings and methods 
⦙ End with an open session to work together on that week’s worksheet 

or on final projects

https://unsplash.com/@cwmonty?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@cwmonty?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/smgTvepind4


Social Structures
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Martin (2009), Chapter 1 
⦙ Heavy-duty theory

Motivation for inclusion 
⦙ Provide a starting point for 

understanding social structure in 
relation to other sociological 
concepts like institutions, roles, 
status, culture, … 

⦙ Situates social structures as related 
to, but distinct from, social networks

One perspective 
⦙ Martin’s take is common, but not 

universal 
⦙ In particular, insistence that social 

structures involve people is 
theoretically convenient but limiting

https://press.princeton.edu/books/paperback/9780691150123/social-structures


Some themes
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Structure is encountered as a 
constraining, external “fact” 
BUT it is created and 
maintained through interaction  
E.g. a high-schooler’s peer group

Structure has more to do with 
relationships (tendencies 
toward interaction) than roles 
(institutionalized expectations)  
E.g. structural division between students 
and instructors

Local structures, as specific 
entities (based on relationships, 
rules, heuristics) imply 
something about global 
structures in general 
E.g. tendency to be friends with your 
friends’ friends

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/cxysnxw5
http://pictify.saatchigallery.com/207638/spider-web


Case: epidemics on campus
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Timely and (I hope) accessible article

Concrete example for some of the themes in 
Martin (2009)

Touches on many topics we’ll cover later in the 
term: 
affiliation networks, connectedness, visualization, 
small-world networks, centrality, …

Weeden and Cornwell (2020)

Figure 1 from Weeden and Cornwell (2020), The Small-World Network of College Classes: 
Implications for Epidemic Spread on a University Campus



R!
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Install R and R Studio 
⦙ Download and install

Brief Intro to R and R Studio 
⦙ What’s the difference?

⦙ R Studio interface

Intro to R Markdown

Installing & 
using R
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Image credit
Photo by Ryan Remiorz/
The Canadian Press via 
AP

Photo author unknown

Photo by Chris 
Montgomery on Unsplash 

Photo from Wellcome 
Collection

Screenshot from Jurrasic 
Park (1993), via imgflip

https://www.arubatoday.com/how-should-i-clean-and-store-my-face-mask/
http://www.apimages.com/metadata/Index/Virus-Outbreak-Canada/6cbc08cf0fa2424bb1232c161e27d401/6/0
https://megconley.substack.com/p/a-defense-of-the-common-house-spider
https://unsplash.com/@cwmonty?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@cwmonty?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/cxysnxw5
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0107290/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1
https://imgflip.com/i/spwve

